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Agenda
1) How our topic fits
2) Template approach
3) ADORA approach
4) Comparison
5) Discussion



How our topic fits
● Representing common and variable features of the 

system in a product line
● Deriving products from a software product line



Template approach

Feature Model other Models 
(UML)
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ADORA elements
Graphical visualisation of all relationships and dependencies



ADORA elements
Decision table list all potential decisions, provide background 
information, impact on variability and constraints and current 
status



ADORA elements
Variation table defining variability of the product line



ADORA elements
Constraint table defining dependencies within the product line



ADORA procedure
● Incremental update 

of all visualisation, 
variability and 
constraints with 
each decision

● Repetition until all 
decisions are made



ADORA example
Visualisation with 
remaining variability 
updated after first 
decision



ADORA example



ADORA example
Last decision defines 
final product 
configuration derived 
from product line



Summary
● Template Approach: 

○ Integration of already 
existing information (e.
g. UML models)

○ not limited to 
requirements 
engineering

○ no special language or 
tools needed

● ADORA Approach: 
○ less context switches
○ easy constraint 

handling
○ decision traceability 

and possibility to revert 



Discussion
● How to avoid clashes and dead ends?
● How to deal with requirements beyond 

product line variability?


